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MOORA RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE 

132. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s comments about Moora Residential College on 6PR in February and in the press that the 
government’s advice was that $8.75 million was needed to make the residential college fire-safe. I refer to the report 
prepared by Armstrong Parkin Architects on 9 October 2017, which was tabled in the Legislative Council by the 
Minister for Education and Training yesterday and which outlines the real cost of $580 600, plus contingencies. 

(1) Will the Premier admit that the people of Moora are right that making the building fire-safe will cost far 
less than the $8.75 million the Premier told them? 

(2) Will the Premier apologise for misleading the public on this matter? 

(3) Will the Premier commit to spending the $580 600 necessary to keep Moora Residential College open? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(1)–(3) I outlined the position yesterday to Parliament and I have a range of reports here. I think the Minister for 
Education and Training tabled five reports yesterday. The member can look at them. The report compiled 
by Armstrong Parkin Architects is titled “Moora Residential College: Project Definition Plan Report”. 
We did the work. The report shows that the options to bring the boarding hostel up to an appropriate 
standard would cost between $7.2 million and $11.2 million. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: That’s for a rebuild, not a refurbish. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: No, the member is wrong. That is the cost. Members should know—I told them yesterday, 
but they seem to have trouble remembering—that before the Liberal–National government lost office in that 
landslide defeat, it had allocated $8.7 million towards the boarding hostel. If the college did not require that, why 
did it allocate that money? There we go. Although I realise that the former government was the most profligate 
and wasteful government in the history of this country, in that case it had allocated the right amount of money for 
that boarding hostel to remain open. When there are alternatives and other opportunities out there that are often 
closer to where the 26 students live, to spend nearly $9 million in the current environment, considering the record 
debt and deficit the previous government left us, is not the right course to take and we are working with the families 
to provide them with alternative options. 
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